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Welcome to this sampler of the Good News Bible Youth Edition!
Bible Society has teamed up with Youth for Christ to create a Bible that meets the needs
of young people and connects with their world.
We listened to the ideas and suggestions of young people, who told us what they would
love to see in a Bible. We heard they want information to help them learn and and dig
deeper into the Bible’s message. We heard they want challenges to make them think
about what they read and tools to help them act on it. We heard they want time to
reflect and space to create, through journalling, drawing and adding colour.

A new interactive Bible
for young people

The result is a Good News Bible with extra features especially written by the team from
Youth for Christ:
 Over 400 creative ‘interactions’ in the margins of the Bible, with plenty of room for
notes and drawings.
 A full-page introduction to every book of the Bible, explaining what it’s about, why
we might want to read it and how it fits with the whole story, and spotlighting key
characters.
 32 colour pages including journalling ideas, information on what the Bible is and
how it came together, as well as a timeline of events and Bible-based advice on issues
challenging young people in today’s society.

Full-page
introduction to each
book of the Bible

Over 400 interactive
elements
Single-column text,
giving space on each
page for writing,
doodling and drawing

32 full-colour pages
Supportive YouTube
playlist with 30
videos

Two-colour copy

The Youth Edition will open up the Bible for young people in a unique, creative and
engaging way, helping them explore their own responses to its timeless message.
Another major feature directly linked with the Bible will be a dedicated YouTube channel,
with 30 videos about the Bible and how young people can apply it to their own lives
today.

Watch . Think . Learn . Colour . Act . Create

The Youth Edition will be published early November 2018. Preorders can be taken now.
‘At Youth for Christ we are deeply excited about the Good News Bible Youth Edition. Our heart is to
see young people’s lives changed by Jesus, and this Bible is all about that! Whether you know Jesus
or not, we want you to get involved, discover who God is for yourself and learn what he has to say
through loads of different interactive spaces!’
Laura Hancock, Church Resources Director, Youth for Christ

No matter how much a young person has
read the Bible, or how connected to God
they feel, this book is for them
Visit the online shop to find out more.
biblesociety.org.uk/shop

THE BOOK OF

HERE ARE SOME OF THE

KEY

GENESIS
WRITTEN: PROBABLY 600-400BC
(USING STORIES FROM A MUCH EARLIER TIME)

IN GENESIS. NEXT TO EACH OF THEIR NAMES,
WRITE A SHORT SUMMARY OF THEIR STORY.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

ADAM

'

The book of Genesis (meaning origin' in Greek) takes us
from the very beginning of the world, through to the
arrival of the Israelites in Egypt with Joseph. In it we
find themes of creation, sin and mistakes, promises and
covenants (agreements with God), and we see how God
chose to use one man to kick-start his plan for
humanity. The story starts with a perfect world,
before things quickly go wrong. Right away we see God
putting in place a plan to save humanity, which wil
eventually be fulfilled in Jesus. Genesis begins with a
poetic description of creation and introduces a God who
(unlike the gods that non-Israelites believed in) is
personal and loving, and wants to work with humanity
to restore the world to what it was created to be.

NOAH

ABRAHAM

WHY READ IT?
This book is action-packed. Here we have the stories of
creation, Adam and Eve, the tower of Babel, Noah and
the ark, Abraham, Jacob wrestling with God, Joseph and
his fancy coat, and two nations being saved from famine.
This is the book to read to find out how the story
starts, and to learn about a God who creates, gives
purpose, and sets the greatest promise into motion.
(?)

(1800-1500BC)

CREATION

ABRAHAM

NOAH AND THE FLOOD

JOSEPH

JACOB
ISAAC

JOSEPH
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Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua

GENESIS 22.1-14
There are many
details in the Bible
that seem insignificant at
first glance but, when
you look deeper, are very
profound.
Take this story.
Abraham tells Isaac that
God will provide a lamb.
However, after being
stopped by the angel,
Abraham finds a ram
instead. Is this a
mistake, or could it be a

REFERENCE TO
God doesn't provide a
lamb for Abraham. But
centuries later, on a hill
in the same area, the
lamb of God' - Jesus is finally sacrificed for all
human beings.
'

Genesis

GENESIS 22, 23
3 Early the next morning Abraham cut some wood for the
sacrifice, loaded his donkey, and took Isaac and two servants
with him. They started out for the place that God had told him
about. 4 On the third day Abraham saw the place in the distance.
5 Then he said to the servants, “Stay here with the donkey. The
boy and I will go over there and worship, and then we will come
back to you.”
6 Abraham made Isaac carry the wood for the sacrifice, and
he himself carried a knife and live coals for starting the fire. As
they walked along together, 7 Isaac said, “Father!”
He answered, “Yes, my son?”
Isaac asked, “I see that you have the coals and the wood, but
where is the lamb for the sacrifice?”
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide one.” And the
two of them walked on together.
9W
 hen they came to the place which God had told him about,
Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. He tied up
his son and placed him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then
he picked up the knife to kill him. 11 But the angel of the Lord
called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!”
He answered, “Yes, here I am.”
12 “Don't hurt the boy or do anything to him,” he said. “Now
I know that you honour and obey God, because you have not
kept back your only son from him.”
13 Abraham looked round and saw a ram caught in a bush by its
horns. He went and got it and offered it as a burnt offering instead
of his son. 14 Abraham named that place “The Lord Provides”.* And
even today people say, “On the Lord's mountain he provides.”*
15 The angel of the L ord called to Abraham from heaven
a second time, 16 “I make a vow by my own name — the Lord is
speaking — that I will richly bless you. Because you did this and
did not keep back your only son from me, 17 I promise that I will
give you as many descendants as there are stars in the sky or
grains of sand along the seashore. Your descendants will conquer
their enemies. 18 All the nations will ask me to bless them as
I have blessed your descendants — all because you obeyed my
command.” 19 Abraham went back to his servants, and they went
together to Beersheba, where Abraham settled.

The Descendants of Nahor
20 Some time later Abraham learnt that Milcah had borne eight
children to his brother Nahor: 21 Uz the firstborn, Buz his brother,
Kemuel the father of Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph,
and Bethuel, 23 Rebecca's father. Milcah bore these eight sons to
Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 Reumah, Nahor's concubine, bore
Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.
Sarah Dies and Abraham Buys a Burial Ground
Sarah lived to be 127 years old. 2 She died in Hebron in
the land of Canaan, and Abraham mourned her death.
3 He left the place where his wife's body was lying, went to the
Hittites, and said, 4 “I am a foreigner living here among you; sell
me some land, so that I can bury my wife.”
5 They answered, 6 “Listen to us, sir. We look upon you as a mighty
leader; bury your wife in the best grave that we have. Any of us
would be glad to give you a grave, so that you can bury her.”

23

*

*

22.14 Provides; or Sees.
22.14 provides; or is seen.

GENESIS 37

43

I had. 7 We were all in the field tying up sheaves of wheat, when
my sheaf got up and stood up straight. Yours formed a circle
round mine and bowed down to it.”
8 “Do you think you are going to be a king and rule over us?”
his brothers asked. So they hated him even more because of his
dreams and because of what he said about them.
9 Then Joseph had another dream and said to his brothers,
“I had another dream, in which I saw the sun, the moon, and
eleven stars bowing down to me.”
10 He also told the dream to his father, and his father scolded
him: “What kind of a dream is that? Do you think that your
mother, your brothers, and I are going to come and bow down
to you?” 11 Joseph's brothers were jealous of him, but his father
kept thinking about the whole matter.

Genesis

*

*

37.23 robe with full sleeves; or decorated robe.
37.28 the brothers; Hebrew they.

'

Joseph is Sold and Taken to Egypt
12 One day when Joseph's brothers had gone to Shechem to take
care of their father's flock, 13 Jacob said to Joseph, “I want you to
go to Shechem, where your brothers are taking care of the flock.”
Joseph answered, “I am ready.”
14 His father said, “Go and see if your brothers are safe and if
the flock is all right; then come back and tell me.” So his father
sent him on his way from the Valley of Hebron.
Joseph arrived at Shechem 15 and was wandering about in
the country when a man saw him and asked him, “What are
you looking for?”
16 “I am looking for my brothers, who are taking care of their
flock,” he answered. “Can you tell me where they are?”
17 The man said, “They have already left. I heard them say that
they were going to Dothan.” So Joseph went after his brothers
and found them at Dothan.
18 They saw him in the distance, and before he reached them,
they plotted against him and decided to kill him. 19 They said to
one another, “Here comes that dreamer. 20 Come on now, let's
kill him and throw his body into one of the dry wells. We can say
that a wild animal killed him. Then we will see what becomes
of his dreams.”
21 Reuben heard them and tried to save Joseph. “Let's not kill
him,” he said. 22 “Just throw him into this well in the wilderness,
but don't hurt him.” He said this, planning to save him from them
and send him back to his father. 23 When Joseph came up to his
brothers, they ripped off his long robe with full sleeves.* 24 Then
they took him and threw him into the well, which was dry.
25 While they were eating, they suddenly saw a group of
Ishmaelites travelling from Gilead to Egypt. Their camels were
loaded with spices and resins. 26 Judah said to his brothers,
“What will we gain by killing our brother and covering up the
murder? 27 Let's sell him to these Ishmaelites. Then we won't
have to hurt him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh
and blood.” His brothers agreed, 28 and when some Midianite
traders came by, the brothers * pulled Joseph out of the well
and sold him for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who
took him to Egypt.
29 When Reuben came back to the well and found that Joseph
was not there, he tore his clothes in sorrow. 30 He returned to his
brothers and said, “The boy is not there! What am I going to do?”

GENESIS 37.19
Joseph was

KNOWN AS THE
dreamer'

because God spoke to
him through dreams and
visions. Where you are
right now, why not ask
God in prayer to give
you a vision or dream
for your life.
writgehtssomheere
thou

Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua

THE LAW

WHAT IS THE
BIBLE?
The Bible is more like a library than one book.
It's a whole collection of books that tell us who
God is and how we fit into the big story of
life. It can help to shape our lives today and
make a difference to the way we view our
identity. We find out that God loves and cares
about us and has a plan for our lives.
Take a quick look at the Contents page (p. xx).
You'll see that the Bible is split into two parts
called the Old Testament and the New
Testament. The Old Testament tells us about the
Jewish people's history and the way they
understood God. The New Testament is the story
of Jesus and the difference he makes to our
understanding of the same God.
There are loads of different types of books in
the Bible. Just as you might have a favourite
film genre - such as action, sci-fi or comedy there might be some biblical genres that interest
you more than others. There are songs, poems,
stories, letters and much more to unpack.

CHECK THEM OUT!
However, the whole Bible is one big story with a
common theme that runs throughout all the little
stories. (A fancy word for this kind of big story
is metanarrative'.)

The
five books
of the Bifibrst
e story
of the orilegintes llofthGo
d's...

people, the Israelites,
and outline the laws
they were to keep.

HISTORY

These
e the historical
events inbothokesstouortliynof
the Israelites.

POETRY

These
s are full of
wisdom fobor ok
fe, as well
as poetrydaanilyd liso
ngs...
that span all kinds of
human emotions and life
experiences.

PROPHETS

These books are pack
the messages God ga ed with
ve to...
particular people, to pass
on to the Israelites.

GOSPELS
The first four books of
the New Testament are...

all about the life, miracles
and teaching of Jesus.

HISTORY

The book of Acts
tells us how the church
spread the good news.

LETTERS
These are letters written
to the early church...
covering different issues
and giving guidance on
following Jesus.

PROPHECY

The book of Revelation is full
of imagery and symbolism.

'
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GENESIS 45, 46
news was taken to the king's palace. 3 Joseph said to his brothers,
“I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But when his brothers heard
this, they were so terrified that they could not answer. 4 Then Joseph
said to them, “Please come closer.” They did, and he said, “I am your
brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 Now do not be upset or
blame yourselves because you sold me here. It was really God who
sent me ahead of you to save people's lives. 6 This is only the second
year of famine in the land; there will be five more years in which
there will be neither ploughing nor reaping. 7God sent me ahead of
you to rescue you in this amazing way and to make sure that you
and your descendants survive. 8 So it was not really you who sent
me here, but God. He has made me the king's highest official. I am
in charge of his whole country; I am the ruler of all Egypt.
9 “ Now hurry back to my father and tell him that this is what his
son Joseph says: ‘God has made me ruler of all Egypt; come to
me without delay. 10 You can live in the region of Goshen, where
you can be near me — you, your children, your grandchildren,
your sheep, your goats, your cattle, and everything else that you
have. 11 If you are in Goshen, I can take care of you. There will
still be five years of famine; and I do not want you, your family,
and your livestock to starve.’ ”
12 Joseph continued, “Now all of you, and you too, Benjamin,
can see that I am really Joseph. 13 Tell my father how powerful
I am here in Egypt and tell him about everything that you have
seen. Then hurry and bring him here.”
14 He threw his arms round his brother Benjamin and began to
cry; Benjamin also cried as he hugged him. 15 Then, still weeping,
he embraced each of his brothers and kissed them. After that,
his brothers began to talk with him.
16 When the news reached the palace that Joseph's brothers
had come, the king and his officials were pleased. 17 He said to
Joseph, “Tell your brothers to load their animals and to return to
the land of Canaan. 18 Let them get their father and their families
and come back here. I will give them the best land in Egypt, and
they will have more than enough to live on. 19 Tell them also to
take wagons with them from Egypt for their wives and small
children and to bring their father with them. 20 They are not to
worry about leaving their possessions behind; the best in the
whole land of Egypt will be theirs.”
21 Jacob's sons did as they were told. Joseph gave them wagons,
as the king had ordered, and food for the journey. 22 He also gave
each of them a change of clothes, but he gave Benjamin 300 pieces
of silver and five changes of clothes. 23 He sent his father ten donkeys
loaded with the best Egyptian goods and ten donkeys loaded with
corn, bread, and other food for the journey. 24 He sent his brothers
off and as they left, he said to them, “Don't quarrel on the way.”
25 They left Egypt and went back home to their father Jacob
in Canaan. 26 “Joseph is still alive!” they told him. “He is the ruler
of all Egypt!” Jacob was stunned and could not believe them.
27 But when they told him all that Joseph had said to them,
and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to take
him to Egypt, he recovered from the shock. 28 “My son Joseph is
still alive!” he said. “This is all I could ask for! I must go and see
him before I die.”
Jacob and his Family Go to Egypt
Jacob packed up all he had and went to Beersheba, where
he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 God
spoke to him in a vision at night and called, “Jacob, Jacob!”

46

TURN THESE SHAPES INTO

SOMETHING

ELSE.
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GENESIS 50

Genesis

Joseph Reassures his Brothers
15 After the death of their father, Joseph's brothers said, “What
if Joseph still hates us and plans to pay us back for all the harm
we did to him?” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph: “Before our
father died, 17he told us to ask you, ‘Please forgive the crime your
brothers committed when they wronged you.’ Now please forgive
us the wrong that we, the servants of your father's God, have
done.” Joseph cried when he received this message.
18 Then his brothers themselves came and bowed down before
him. “Here we are before you as your slaves,” they said.
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don't be afraid; I can't put myself
in the place of God. 20 You plotted evil against me, but God turned
it into good, in order to preserve the lives of many people who
are alive today because of what happened. 21 You have nothing
to fear. I will take care of you and your children.” So he reassured
them with kind words that touched their hearts.

Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua

GENESIS 50.20
God has the ability
to turn evil plots
into good. Have
there been dark
times in your life?
How might God

BE ABLE TO
reframe
them to bring his own
glory and goodness
out of them?

The Death of Joseph
22 Joseph continued to live in Egypt with his father's family;
he was 110 years old when he died. 23 He lived to see Ephraim's
children and grandchildren. He also lived to receive the children of
Machir son of Manasseh into the family. 24 He said to his brothers,
“I am about to die, but God will certainly take care of you and
lead you out of this land to the land he solemnly promised to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph asked his people to
make a vow. “Promise me,” he said, “that when God leads you
to that land, you will take my body with you.” 26 So Joseph died
in Egypt at the age of 110. They embalmed his body and put it
in a coffin.

GENESIS 8, 9

9

because of what people do; I know that from the time they are
young their thoughts are evil. Never again will I destroy all living
beings, as I have done this time. 22 As long as the world exists,
there will be a time for planting and a time for harvest. There
will always be cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night.”

Genesis

9

Noah and his Sons
18 The sons of Noah who went out of the boat were Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) 19 These
three sons of Noah were the ancestors of all the people on earth.
20 Noah, who was a farmer, was the first man to plant a vineyard.
21 After he drank some of the wine, he became drunk, took off
his clothes, and lay naked in his tent. 22 When Ham, the father of
Canaan, saw that his father was naked, he went out and told his
two brothers. 23 Then Shem and Japheth took a robe and held it
behind them on their shoulders. They walked backwards into the
tent and covered their father, keeping their faces turned away
so as not to see him naked. 24 When Noah was sober again and
learnt what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said,
“A curse on Canaan!
He will be a slave to his brothers.
26 Give praise to the Lord, the God of Shem!
Canaan will be the slave of Shem.
27 May God cause Japheth * to increase!
May his descendants live with the people of Shem!
Canaan will be the slave of Japheth.”
28 After the flood Noah lived for 350 years 29 and died at the
age of 950.
*

9.27 Japheth: This name sounds like the Hebrew for “increase”.

'

God's Covenant with Noah
G
 od blessed Noah and his sons and said, “Have many children,
so that your descendants will live all over the earth. 2 All the
animals, birds, and fish will live in fear of you. They are all placed
under your power. 3 Now you can eat them, as well as green plants;
I give them all to you for food. 4 The one thing you must not eat
is meat with blood still in it; I forbid this because the life is in the
blood. 5 If anyone takes human life, he will be punished. I will
punish with death any animal that takes a human life. 6 Human
beings were made like God, so whoever murders one of them will
be killed by someone else.
7“
 You must have many children, so that your descendants will
live all over the earth.”
8 God said to Noah and his sons, 9 “I am now making my
covenant with you and with your descendants, 10 and with all living
beings — all birds and all animals — everything that came out of
the boat with you. 11 With these words I make my covenant with
you: I promise that never again will all living beings be destroyed
by a flood; never again will a flood destroy the earth. 12 As a sign
of this everlasting covenant which I am making with you and
with all living beings, 13 I am putting my bow in the clouds. It will
be the sign of my covenant with the world. 14 Whenever I cover
the sky with clouds and the rainbow appears, 15 I will remember
my promise to you and to all the animals that a flood will never
again destroy all living beings. 16 When the rainbow appears in
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between me and all living beings on earth. 17 That is the sign of
the promise which I am making to all living beings.”

COVENANT
GENESIS 9.11;
GENESIS 17.7;
HEBREWS 10.16
Search for the Oxford
or Cambridge Dictionary
definition of covenant'
and write the
definition here.

Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua
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GENESIS 29, 30

Genesis

She ran to tell her father; 13 and when he heard the news about
his nephew Jacob, he ran to meet him, hugged him and kissed
him, and brought him into the house. When Jacob told Laban
everything that had happened, 14 Laban said, “Yes, indeed, you
are my own flesh and blood.” Jacob stayed there a whole month.

Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua

GENESIS 29.35

JUDAH
MEANS

PRAISE '.

'

In the midst of Leah's
heartache, God brought
something good.
It is important to praise
God even if life is tough.
On this page,
WRITE THINGS TO
PRAISE GOD FOR.

Make them creative!

Jacob Serves Laban for Rachel and Leah
15 Laban said to Jacob, “You shouldn't work for me for nothing
just because you are my relative. How much pay do you want?”
16 Laban had two daughters; the elder was named Leah, and the
younger Rachel. 17Leah had lovely* eyes, but Rachel was shapely
and beautiful.
18 Jacob was in love with Rachel, so he said, “I will work seven
years for you, if you will let me marry Rachel.”
19 Laban answered, “I would rather give her to you than to
anyone else; stay here with me.” 20 Jacob worked seven years so
that he could have Rachel, and the time seemed like only a few
days to him, because he loved her.
21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “The time is up; let me marry your
daughter.” 22 So Laban gave a wedding feast and invited everyone.
23 But that night, instead of Rachel, he took Leah to Jacob, and
Jacob had intercourse with her. 24 (Laban gave his slave woman
Zilpah to his daughter Leah as her maid.) 25 Not until the next
morning did Jacob discover that it was Leah. He went to Laban
and said, “Why did you do this to me? I worked to get Rachel.
Why have you tricked me?”
26 Laban answered, “It is not the custom here to give the younger
daughter in marriage before the elder. 27 Wait until the week's
marriage celebrations are over, and I will give you Rachel, if you
will work for me another seven years.”
28 Jacob agreed, and when the week of marriage celebrations
was over, Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as his wife. 29 (Laban
gave his slave woman Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maid.)
30 Jacob had intercourse with Rachel also, and he loved her more
than Leah. Then he worked for Laban another seven years.
The Children Born to Jacob
31 When the Lord saw that Leah was loved less than Rachel, he
made it possible for her to have children, but Rachel remained
childless. 32 Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She
said, “The Lord has seen my trouble, and now my husband will
love me”; so she named him Reuben.* 33 She became pregnant
again and gave birth to another son. She said, “The Lord has given
me this son also, because he heard that I was not loved”; so she
named him Simeon.* 34 Once again she became pregnant and gave
birth to another son. She said, “Now my husband will be bound
more tightly to me, because I have borne him three sons”; so she
named him Levi.* 35 Then she became pregnant again and gave
birth to another son. She said, “This time I will praise the Lord”;
so she named him Judah.* Then she stopped having children.
But Rachel had not borne Jacob any children, and so she
became jealous of her sister and said to Jacob, “Give me
children, or I will die.”

30
*

*

*

*

*

29.17 lovely; or weak.
29.32 Reuben: This name sounds like the Hebrew for “see, a son” and “has
seen my trouble”.
29.33 Simeon: This name sounds like the Hebrew for “hear”.
29.34 Levi: This name sounds like the Hebrew for “bound”.
29.35 Judah: This name sounds like the Hebrew for “praise”.

EVANGELISM
'

Research humankind's

ON THE ENVIRONMENT

and then write down one thing you wil do to
make a difference (for example, recycle more).

'

KEY BIBLE VERSES: GENESIS 1; LEVITICUS 25.2-7;
PSALM 104; MATTHEW 22.39
The Bible tells us that God created the world
and everything in it. The earth belongs to him
and he gave humankind the responsibility of
looking after it. However, it seems like we are
messing it up instead. From fil ing the oceans
with plastic that harms sea life to using up
fossil fuels just so that we can live comfier
lives, it's all got very out of hand.
Think of your most prized possession. Imagine
that you give it to a friend to look after, but
when you get it back, it's completely trashed.
That's a bit what it's like with people and
God's earth.
The Bible also tells us to love our neighbours,
and a lot of the things we do in our everyday
lives have an impact on the places where people
live, across the world as well as in our local
areas. Loving our neighbours means being careful
that the way we live doesn't have a negative
impact on them and the places they inhabit.

The word evangelism' comes from a Greek
word that means good news' - and it doesn't
have to be something big and scary! Very
simply, evangelism means sharing with others
the good news that Jesus loves us and has
plans for our lives, here and eternally.
The Bible says that some people are especial y
gifted to be evangelists and equip the church
to share the gospel. They may naturally find
it easy to talk to others about Jesus. But
even if we don't have that particular gift,
we can stil give it a go. Imagine if there
was a really good film at the cinema but you
missed out on it because nobody told you
about it. Our friends and family won't come
to know about the life Jesus gives us if
nobody tells them about him.
There are lots of different ways to share
our faith. It can be through sharing our own
story of what God has done in our lives, or
telling people that they are loved by God, or
showing them a video about the Christian
message. If you have ever spoken to someone
about Jesus, then you have evangelised.
Evangelism can also be done through the way
we live our lives - for example, not stealing,
not swearing and being different from the
world around us.
Remember, evangelism isn't about trying to
force people to believe the same things as
you. It's about being yourself and
communicating just a small bit of the
amazing news that we are all deeply loved
and cared for by Jesus.
KEY BIBLE VERSES: EPHESIANS 4.11; ROMANS
10.14-15; MATTHEW 28.18-19; REVELATION 12.11
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GENESIS 14, 15

Genesis

allies. 14 When Abram heard that his nephew had been captured,
he called together all the fighting men in his camp, 318 in all,
and pursued the four kings all the way to Dan. 15 There he divided
his men into groups, attacked the enemy by night, and defeated
them. He chased them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus, 16 and
recovered the loot that had been taken. He also brought back
his nephew Lot and his possessions, together with the women
and the other prisoners.

Exodus
Leviticus
Num.
Deuter.
Joshua

GENESIS 15.5
God's promises for us far

OUTWEIGH THE

DREAMS

we might have.
God's promise for
Abraham was of
uncountable descendants.
Go outside when it is
dark and the stars are
out, and reflect on the
fact that God and
his promises are
much greater than
you could imagine.

Melchizedek Blesses Abram
17 When Abram came back from his victory over Chedorlaomer
and the other kings, the king of Sodom went out to meet him
in the Valley of Shaveh (also called the King's Valley). 18 And
Melchizedek, who was king of Salem and also a priest of the Most
High God, brought bread and wine to Abram, 19 blessed him, and
said, “May the Most High God, who made heaven and earth,
bless Abram! 20 May the Most High God, who gave you victory
over your enemies, be praised!” And Abram gave Melchizedek
a tenth of all the loot he had recovered.
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Keep the loot, but give
me back all my people.”
22 Abram answered, “I solemnly swear before the Lord, the
Most High God, Maker of heaven and earth, 23 that I will not keep
anything of yours, not even a thread or a sandal strap. Then you
can never say, ‘I am the one who made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take
nothing for myself. I will accept only what my men have used. But
let my allies, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, take their share.”
God's Covenant with Abram
After this, Abram had a vision and heard the Lord say
to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I will shield you from
danger and give you a great reward.”
2 But Abram answered, “Sovereign Lord, what good will your
reward do me, since I have no children? My only heir is Eliezer
of Damascus.* 3 You have given me no children, and one of my
slaves will inherit my property.”
4 Then he heard the Lord speaking to him again: “This slave
Eliezer will not inherit your property; your own son will be your
heir.” 5 The Lord took him outside and said, “Look at the sky and
try to count the stars; you will have as many descendants as that.”
6 Abram put his trust in the Lord, and because of this the Lord
was pleased with him and accepted him.
7 Then the Lord said to him, “I am the Lord, who led you out of
Ur in Babylonia, to give you this land as your own.”
8 But Abram asked, “Sovereign Lord, how can I know that it
will be mine?”
9 He answered, “Bring me a cow, a goat, and a ram, each of them
three years old, and a dove and a pigeon.” 10 Abram brought the
animals to God, cut them in half, and placed the halves opposite
each other in two rows; but he did not cut up the birds. 11 Vultures
came down on the bodies, but Abram drove them off.
12 W
 hen the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep,
and fear and terror came over him. 13 T
 he Lord said to him, “Your
descendants will be strangers in a foreign land; they will be slaves
there and will be treated cruelly for 400 years. 14 B
 ut I will punish
the nation that enslaves them, and when they leave that foreign
land, they will take great wealth with them. 15 You yourself will
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15.2 My… Damascus; Hebrew unclear.

GENESIS 28, 29

31

Jacob's Dream at Bethel
10 Jacob left Beersheba and started towards Haran. 11 At sunset
he came to a holy place* and camped there. He lay down to sleep,
resting his head on a stone. 12 H
 e dreamt that he saw a stairway
reaching from earth to heaven, with angels going up and coming
down on it. 13 A
 nd there was the Lord standing beside him.* “I am
the Lord, the God of Abraham and Isaac,” he said. “I will give to
you and to your descendants this land on which you are lying.
14 They will be as numerous as the specks of dust on the earth.
They will extend their territory in all directions, and through you
and your descendants I will bless all the nations.* 15 Remember,
I will be with you and protect you wherever you go, and I will
bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done
all that I have promised you.”
16 Jacob woke up and said, “The Lord is here! He is in this place,
and I didn't know it!” 17He was afraid and said, “What a terrifying
place this is! It must be the house of God; it must be the gate
that opens into heaven.”
18 Jacob got up early next morning, took the stone that was
under his head, and set it up as a memorial. Then he poured olive
oil on it to dedicate it to God. 19 He named the place Bethel.* (The
town there was once known as Luz.) 20 Then Jacob made a vow to
the Lord: “If you will be with me and protect me on the journey
I am making and give me food and clothing, 21 and if I return
safely to my father's home, then you will be my God. 22 This
memorial stone which I have set up will be the place where you are
worshipped, and I will give you a tenth of everything you give me.”

Genesis

Jacob Arrives at Laban's Home
Jacob continued on his way and went towards the land
of the East. 2 Suddenly he came upon a well out in the
fields with three flocks of sheep lying round it. The flocks were
watered from this well, which had a large stone over the opening.
3 Whenever all the flocks came together there, the shepherds
would roll the stone back and water them. Then they would put
the stone back in place.
4 Jacob asked the shepherds, “My friends, where are you from?”
“From Haran,” they answered.
5 He asked, “Do you know Laban, grandson of Nahor?”
“Yes, we do,” they answered.
6 “Is he well?” he asked.
“He is well,” they answered. “Look, here comes his daughter
Rachel with his flock.”
7 Jacob said, “Since it is still broad daylight and not yet time
to bring the flocks in, why don't you water them and take them
back to pasture?”
8 They answered, “We can't do that until all the flocks are here
and the stone has been rolled back; then we will water the flocks.”
9 While Jacob was still talking to them, Rachel arrived with the
flock. 10 When Jacob saw Rachel with his uncle Laban's flock, he
went to the well, rolled the stone back, and watered the sheep.
11 Then he kissed her and began to cry for joy. 12 He told her, “I am
your father's relative, the son of Rebecca.”
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28.11 a holy place; or a place.
28.13 beside him; or on it.
28.14 through you… nations; or all the nations will ask me to bless them as
I have blessed you and your descendants.
28.19 Bethel: This name in Hebrew means “house of God”.
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Worry and anxiety
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Welcome to this sampler of the Good News Bible Youth Edition!
Bible Society has teamed up with Youth for Christ to create a Bible that meets the needs
of young people and connects with their world.
We listened to the ideas and suggestions of young people, who told us what they would
love to see in a Bible. We heard they want information to help them learn and and dig
deeper into the Bible’s message. We heard they want challenges to make them think
about what they read and tools to help them act on it. We heard they want time to
reflect and space to create, through journalling, drawing and adding colour.

A new interactive Bible
for young people

The result is a Good News Bible with extra features especially written by the team from
Youth for Christ:
 Over 400 creative ‘interactions’ in the margins of the Bible, with plenty of room for
notes and drawings.
 A full-page introduction to every book of the Bible, explaining what it’s about, why
we might want to read it and how it fits with the whole story, and spotlighting key
characters.
 32 colour pages including journalling ideas, information on what the Bible is and
how it came together, as well as a timeline of events and Bible-based advice on issues
challenging young people in today’s society.

Full-page
introduction to each
book of the Bible

Over 400 interactive
elements
Single-column text,
giving space on each
page for writing,
doodling and drawing

32 full-colour pages
Supportive YouTube
playlist with 30
videos

Two-colour copy

The Youth Edition will open up the Bible for young people in a unique, creative and
engaging way, helping them explore their own responses to its timeless message.
Another major feature directly linked with the Bible will be a dedicated YouTube channel,
with 30 videos about the Bible and how young people can apply it to their own lives
today.

Watch . Think . Learn . Colour . Act . Create

The Youth Edition will be published early November 2018. Preorders can be taken now.
‘At Youth for Christ we are deeply excited about the Good News Bible Youth Edition. Our heart is to
see young people’s lives changed by Jesus, and this Bible is all about that! Whether you know Jesus
or not, we want you to get involved, discover who God is for yourself and learn what he has to say
through loads of different interactive spaces!’
Laura Hancock, Church Resources Director, Youth for Christ

No matter how much a young person has
read the Bible, or how connected to God
they feel, this book is for them
Visit the online shop to find out more.
biblesociety.org.uk/shop
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